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The Challenge Of Persistence

The Role Of Christians v.1,2
Doing – With The People – v.1
Telling – Teaching About Jesus –v .2
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Presentation Notes
The Role Of Christians – Christians Have a role to play in the work of Christ – They do as He did. Cf. Acts 1:1
They Do!  - They must be among people – The disciples were, so we must! –v.1,2
They Tell! – They must have something to say – whether in action or verbally – They must live the Christian life. Living the Christian life is about telling about the resurrected Christ



The Challenge Of Persistence

The Role Of Christians v.1,2
The Reaction To Christians – v.1,3,4
The Bully Response – v.1,3
The Buyer Response – v.4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Reaction To Christians – v.1,3,4 – People will always react when you are different, as with the apostles.
The Bully Response – v.1,3 – Sadducees, captain of the temple, priest – Hey, the chief bullies will react any time someone comes along who is different. It happens when a young buck enters a herd of dear. Be sure the head of the pack is going to be on the lookout for those whom they perceive will challenge their rule!
The Buyer Response – v.4 – There will always be some who believe. About 5000 believed the apostles thusfar. So remember! If you are different, there will be some who will gravitate your way. They will buy into what you are doing. Don’t loose heart!



The Challenge Of Persistence

The Role Of Christians v.1,2
The Reaction To Christians – v.1,3,4
The Reasoning Of Christians v.8ff
They Are Prepared – v.8a
They Are Personable – v.8b
They Are Prudent – v.9‐12
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The Reasoning Of Christians – v.8ff
Be Prepared – Peter and John were filled with the Holy Spirit. You be filled with the Holy Spirit’s message! Cf. 1 Peter 3:15; and remember the words of Hebrews 4:12. If you are going to live it, you had better know it.
Be Personable – Peter showed respect by acknowledging the role of these leaders. He acknowledged their power by recognizing who they were. Conflict in life will come. Be as shrewd as a fox. Know your adversaries, and before you seek to disarm them, let them know that you know who they are, what they are, and what they represent! If they are the bully, and they are, then let them know that you know they are the head honcho!
Be Prudent – Peter shot straight with these fellows. You can to! In this day and time, people can be who they want to be, so can you! The rules of society demand it! Use your right to be different as ammunition, and seek opportunity to explain that your way of living is REASONABLE!



The Challenge Of Persistence

The Role Of Christians v.1,2
The Reaction To Christians – v.1,3,4
The Reasoning Of Christians v.8ff
The Response To Christians – v.13ff
They Will Deliberate – v.13,14
They Will Devise Counter‐Attack – v.15,16
They Will Deliver A Response – v.17,18
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The Response To Christians – There is always going to be a response to your effort to be a Christian. You might as well get use to it. Peter and John knew that a response from their reasoning was coming. Be ready to deal with the response!
They will deliberate – note in v.13,14 – how the Sanhedrin dismissed Peter and John and deliberated on what to do with the information. – Remember when you reason out the truth of God in a proper way, people are going to think through what they have heard. It may be just a short period, perhaps even a split-second, but be assured, they are thinking about what your defense.
They will devise a counter attack! – They are going to decide how to respond in the way that preserves their position. If they are bullies, then get ready for them to act like bullies!
They will deliver a response – Sanhedrin weighed out everything and told them to quit preaching Christ – “Weak!” A bully is a bully, but remember the old saying “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never harm me!”



The Challenge Of Persistence

The Role Of Christians v.1,2
The Reaction To Christians – v.1,3,4
The Reasoning Of Christians v.8ff
The Response To Christians – v.13ff
The Resolve Of Christians – v.19,20
Appeal To Their Sense Of Duty – v.19
Appeal To Their Sense Of Your Duty – v.20
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The Resolve Of Christians – No matter what happens remember who you are – Christians!
Appeal To Their Sense Of Duty – v.19 – Remember to appeal to their understanding of authority. If they believe that being different is fair, then appeal to it yourself. In any case, remind them of their own sense of values.
Appeal To Their Sense of Your Duty – v.20 – Remember to appeal that if being different is fair, then it is fair for you to be different from them. Perhaps with this an opportunity may arise for helping them to focus on God.
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