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MONICA WHITESIDES . . .
When Hallie approached me about going to Peru with her, I was initially hesitant.  I knew it was a passion of hers and wanted to share a 
bonding moment, while also helping others out.  To say it was humbling and an eyeing experience is an understatement.  We walked many 
miles door knocking, inviting folks to study with us and sharing the news of the clinic with them.  Their homes (what there is of them) are 
heartbreaking, but these people taught me as much as I taught them.  They are happy and positive even given their circumstances.  I left Peru 
with much greater appreciation of what I have.  They are so willing to learn.  My prayer is that the 25 souls who were reached will continue 
to grow and press on. 

BUFORD & LATIN AMERICAN MISSIONS

     The Buford congregation has long been invested in the support of our brethren in Central America.  June 8th thru 16th, nine members of 
our church family join a group of Christians working with Latin American Missions to provide medical and spiritual care in the area of Nauta, 
Peru.  Through meeting the medical needs of the people of Nauta, doors were opened to assist with their most pressing need – a relationship 
with our Creator.  We appreciate Latin American Missions who oversaw this evangelistic effort, and for our members who are devoted to 
taking the good news “into all the world.”  The Peru Mission Team:  Scott Sitton, Kim Sitton, Amber Sitton, Greg Hunsinger, Monica Whitesides, 
Hallie Whitesides, Jennifer Fancher, John Owens, and Emmaline Maugeri.
     Results include 1,299 doctor patients, 1,297 seen by the pharmacy with 5,239 prescriptions being filled. There were 382 dental patients 
with a lot of tears and painful screams. We had 282 Bible studied with 368 students. A large number of students came from a funeral that we 
had a Bible study with during the service (about 40 people). There were 435 children that came during the morning Bible studies and 362 
that came at the night time studies. And we rejoice with the 25 that decided to put their Lord on in baptism. We covered most of the city of 
Nauta. Continue to pray for the people there.

Some highlights during the week:
• As we walked the streets we had an individual walking with us that was having issues walking. We all kept walking but Emmaline 

stayed back with him, walked with him and after we took a stop for him, she stayed back and helped him get up and make sure he had 
water and was able to continue going. What a great show of compassion by one of our youth!

• There were 2 schools where we were invited in, to have Bible studies. We invited them to the Gospel Meeting and children’s classes.
• A river that feeds the Amazon was within 5 minutes of where we were based. Amazon jungle was right behind the building we were in.
• Pets were brought into the clinic and stayed for children’s class, while parents were being seen. A monkey and a sloth are in the pictures. 

By far, the sloth was the most popular animal there.
• Our Friday 3:00 AM until Saturday 6:45 AM wake time before boarding a plane involved no sleeping, except for a couple of people kind 

of sleeping. We also all decided instead of spending $800+ on a hotel during that time, we would stay awake at the airport and donate 
the money to church at Nauta.

     

HALLIE WHITESIDES . . .
During the trip, I met a young girl named Alejandra! She immediately warmed up to me and followed me everywhere. She didn’t care that 
there was an age gap or that we were in completely different situations! Even though she had nothing, Alejandra gave me her drawings, her 
own jewelry, and memories I will never forget. Throughout the week, our goal was to help the people of Peru spiritually and physically. I left 
feeling as if they helped me just as much as I helped them. While visiting Peru, I was reminded that this world is not my home. No matter 
what our situation is, I must remind myself that we have one goal, Heaven. Peru, I’ll be back.

JENNIFER FANCHER . . .
This was my second mission trip and I’m so thankful I was able to go. This year my assignment was helping with children’s class during the 
day and VBS at night. This allowed me to create a lot of relationships with children and locals (because I wanted to hold their babies). I 
instantly connected with two brothers who insisted I play them in a game or seven of memory. I’m proud to say I won one of those games, 
just one. I taught them how to make silly noises with their hands and how to pronounce high five wrong in Spanish, while they taught me 
how to draw a shark and how we just have to plant the seed and watch God work. Didier and Clissman would rush after school just to sit 
and draw pictures with us or play a game or attempt to teach me Spanish. This relationship allowed me to invite the older brother to a Bible 
study where he patiently sat and read the Bible with a Peruvian brother. He asked questions and requested more Bible studies and wanted 
a Bible he could use. In that moment, I realized we had planted a seed in Peru. I am so excited to hear reports back of how the church will 
grow in Nauta based on our efforts this past week. Thank you to Buford and the elders for allowing us to make this trip this year. 

GREG HUNSINGER . . .
I was so impressed with the Peruvian brotherhood. The love that they expressed to me was unmatched. I bonded with the Peruvians 
immediately even though there was the language barrier. During a break one day, I was in the back of the compound sitting at a table where 
the Peruvian brothers had been teaching. They were on a break also and had stepped away, but I couldn’t help but notice how worn there 
Bibles were. It didn’t seem like there was a single page that didn’t have a mark or some notes on it. These men are passionate about sharing 
God’s word! I was also impressed with John Farber and how well the trip was planned out and went, at least from the medical side. All the 
folks he has amassed are truly professional at what they do and are dedicated. It feels so good for the soul to get out and work for others, to 
share Christ with others and to help their physical pain but more importantly to share the one who can heal there spiritual pain!


